Electrophysiologic residua and sequelae of surgery for congenital heart defects.
Postoperative arrhythmias may occur in any patient who undergoes intracardiac surgery for a congenital heart defect. The correction of certain intracardiac heart defects predisposes to a large incidence of cardiac arrhythmias. Ventricular arrhythmias and conduction disturbances are seen after correction of tetralogy of Fallot, ventricular septal defect and atrioventricular canal defect. Supraventricular arrhythmias and sinus nodal dysfunction may be seen after surgery for transposition of the great arteries or atrial septal defect. The identification, evaluation and treatment of these patients are discussed.